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The purposes of God are revealed in the Scrip-| 
tures of the Old and New Testaments. 


(Continued. ) 


And John, in his first epistle, 4th chap. 2d 
verse, and 5th chap. Ist verse, declares, 
‘‘ Hereby know ye the spirit of God. Every 
spirit that confesseth that Jesus Christ is come 
in the flesh, is of God. Whosoever believeth 
that Jesus is the Christ is born of God.” It is 
written, ‘‘ They shall all be taught of God. 
Every man, therefore, that hath learned of the 
Father, cometh unto me ;”’ is the declaration 
of Christ. Hebrews, 8th chap. 10th to 12th 
verses, inclusive. ‘‘ For this is the covenant 
that I will make with the heuse of Israel after 
those days, saith the Lord ; I will put my laws 
into their mind, and write them in their hearts; 
and I mill be to them a God, and they shall be to 
me a people. And they shall not teach every 
man his neighbour, and every man his brother, 
saying, Know the Lord; FOR ALL SHALL 
KNOW ME, from the least to the greatest. 
For | will be merciful to their unrighteous- 
ness, and their sins and their iniquities will I 





remember no more.’’ Surrounded as ye are 
with so great acloud of witnesses, ‘‘ See that 
ye refuse not him that speaketh. For if they 
escaped not who refused him that spake on| 
earth, much more shall not we escape, if we 
turn away from him that speaketh from hea- 
ven.’ 

When will the purposes of God be accomplish- 
ed ? 

‘Of that day, and hour, knoweth no man, 
but the Father.”” The Father has revealed 
himself and his purposes in the Scriptures, 
which declare, that ‘in the dispensation of 
the fulness of times, he will gather together in 
one all things in Christ.” And ‘“* God hath 
spoken by the mouth of all his holy prophets, 
of the times of the RESTITUTION OF ALL 
THINGS.” Andthe Apostle Paul testified of 
Christ, that he “* gave himself a ransom for all 
men, to be TESTIFIED IN DUE TIME.” 
God, therefore, in His own good time, which is 
the due time, and the fulness of time, will be glo- 
rified, by working all things after the counsel 
of his own will. ** Thy will be done, on earth, 
as it is done in heaven ;” should be the prayer, 
and desire, of all'men; for it is the ‘* will of 
God that all men shall be saved, and come to 
the knowledge of the truth.” 

‘* THE COUNSEL OF THE LORD STANDETH FOR 
ever.” We believe the orthodox, without 
any exception, are in the habit of attaching 
peculiar and unlimited credit to the endless 
misery of the non-elect, or finally impeniient 
sinners, as they please to call them; whenever 
the word counsel, or decree, is included in the 
same sentence with their anathemas. The 
question is never asked, whether the scrip- 
tures justify the connexion or application of 
the words? But they are used in all cases, 
where it is in their opinion necessary to add 





weight and energy to their denunciations; and/| 
stand in the same relation te them, that blanks 
do to an attorney’s clerk; they fill them up 
with names and date, and the instrument is 
complete ; and armed with this imaginary 
authority, they commit to the prison of HELI, 
mankind by thousands. In fact, the Bible itself 
is made use of as a modern statute book; the 
matter or cause to be supported, is found in 
their own imaginations, or those of their fel- 
lows, and the Bible is ransacked to find clauses 
to support it. And, as is sometimes the case in 
our common courts, one act, or section, is 
brought forward, with the ostensible purpose 
of destroying another section; and justice 
represented like Joseph’s coat of many colours. 
In like mannner the scriptures are tortured and 
misconstrued, until the commentators, en- 
shrouded in inconsistency, absurdity, and folly, 
the mania of infallibility seizes them, and the 
diploma of **‘ DIVINE DOCTOR!” in the place 
of wings, wafts them high in the ethereal re- 
gions of incomprehensibility, where, producing 
an eclipse of the truth, they are, with wondering 
but cautious eyes, viewed with awful admira- 
tion by the crowd below. In discussing this 
part of our subject, it is proper that we should 


counsel together, against the Lord, and against 
his anointed, saying, Let us break their bands 
asunder, and cast away their cords from us 

He that sitteth in the heavens shall laugh; the 
Lord shall have them in derision. Then shall 
he speak unto them in his wrath, and vex them 
in his sore displeasure. Yet have I set my 
King upon my holy hill of Zion. I will declare 
the DECREE; the Lord hath said unto me, 
Thou art my Son; this day have I begotten 
thee. Ask of me, and I shall give thee the 
HEATHEN THINE INHERITANCE, and 
the uttermost parts of the EARTH THY 
POSSESSION.” The Psalmist, in this chap. 
instructs us, that the people and the heathen 
raged and imagined a vain thing; and the 
kings of the earth and the rulers took counsel 
together, &c. and their object was to destroy 
the anointed of God, the Saviour of the world, 
Jesus Christ. In the verse preceding our 
text first quoted, 33d Psalm, 10th verse, it is 
declared, ‘‘ The Lord bringeth the counsel of 
the heathen to nought; he maketh the device 
of the people of none effect.” Now read 
the following verses, and rejoice; for SALVA- 
TION, not DAMNATION, is the theme. ‘* The 
counsel of the Lord standeth FOR EVER, the 





understand the meaning of the word counsel, 
when appliedto Deity. In the common accep- 
tation of the word, it is considered to be sy- 
nonymous with advice; and when a man is 
counselled he is advised. We believe that 
commentators generally consider the words 
counsel and decree as synonymous, when 
applied to God. This definition is unquestiona- 
bly the true one; for it cannot be supposed 
that an absolute infinite Being should receive 
advice, deliberate, or doubt; consequently, his 
purpose, will, pleasure, counsel, and decree, 
are the eternal determinations of an unerring 
mind, that cannot err; and must not only be 
synonymous terms when applied to him, but 
must be considered to be uniform in their 
object, and eternal in their consequences. 
The tenor of Revelation justifies these re- 
marks. The word counsel occurs four times, 
where it is applied expressly to God; and is 
explanatory, by its connexion, of the purpose 
intended to be effected by him; which purpose 
is defined to be his counsel. The first is re- 
corded in the 33d Psalm, 11th verse. The 
counsel of the Lord, in the context, is contrast- 


thoughts of his heart to ALL GENERA- 
TIONS. BLESSED is the NATION whose 
'GOD is the LORD; the PEOPLE he hath 
| CHOSEN for his own INHERITANCE.”’ Who 
iare these blessed PEOPLE whom God hath 


'CHOSEN ? and chosen by that counsel, which 


standeth forever! Hear, unbelieving earth, and 
rejoice, believing heaven. ‘ Lwill DECLARE 
the DECREE;” the HEATHEN are the PEO- 
PLE, that INHERITANCE; the wétermost 
parts of the EARTH, that nation, that POS- 
SESSION, Withsuch TRIUMPHANT views 
‘of the gooodness of GOD, well might the en- 
raptured Psalmist burst forth in that exalted 
strain; ‘* Praise the Lord, all ye NATIONS; 
praise him all ye PEOPLE; for his MERCI- 
FULL KINDNESS is creat rowarp us, and 
the truth of the Lord endureth FOR EVER!” 
And the prophet Isaiah, cheered with this hea- 
venly vision of Salvation, and directed by the 
finger of heaven to this glorious consummation, 
lifts his voice and joins the adorating theme, 
‘* Praise the Lord, call upon his name; declare 
his doings among the people; make mention 
that his name is exalted, Sing unto the Lord, 








ed with the counsel of man. The prophet} for he has done excellent things; this is known 


declares, that the word of the Lord made the |in all the earth. 


Cry out and shout, thou in- 


heavens; he calleth upon the inhabitants of|habitant of Zion; for great is the Holy One of 


the earth to fear the Lord; ‘for he spake, and| 
The) 
| 


it was; he commanded, and it stood fast. 
Lord bringeth the counsel of the heathen to) 
nought; he maketh the device of the people | 
of none effect.’’ What was the counsel of the 
heathen, and the device of the people ? Psalm 
2d, Ist to 8th verses, inclusive, contains the 
answer. ‘* Why do the heathen rage, and the 
people imagine a vain thing? The kings of 
the earth set themselves, and the rulers take 








Israel in the midst of thee. I have blotted 
out, as a thick cloud, thy transgressions; and, 
as a cloud, thy sins; return unto me, for I have 
redeemed thee. Sing, O ye heavens; for the 
Lord hath done it. Shout, ye lower parts of 
the earth; break forth into singing, ye moun- 
tains, O forest, and every tree therein; for the 
Lord hath redeemed Jacob, and glorified him 

self in Israel.’’ The counsel of the Lord is 
again spoken of, in Isaiah, 46th chap. 10th 
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verse. 


THE GOSPEL HERALD. 


The prophet introduces his snbject,| they are the effervescence of an imagination it shall not be tar off, and my salvation shall not 


by contrasting the idols, the gods of the hea-| crazed with dignified notions of self righteous-| tarry ; and I will place salvation in Zion for 
thens, with the one living and true God. The | ness, personal holiness, and the flattering, divine | Israel my glory.” The reader will please to 
gods of the heathen are represented as bowing | appellations, which are showered upon your | notice that Israel is here called the glory ot 
down, and stooping, and going into captivity.|heads in diplomatic profusion by your titled God; and Paul, in the text quoted from Ist 


The house of Jacob is called upon to hearken 


-coadjutors. Doctor Paul, the Apostle and ser- 


chap. Ephesians, says, ‘‘ that we should be to 


to the God who made them; and the question is vant of Christ, was dignified by the honest ap-|the prarse of his glory, who first trusted in 


asked, “* To whom will ye liken me ?”’ &c. 


| pellation of CHIEF OF SINNERS! the words | 


Christ,’’ and in the 14th verse, ‘* which is the 


The origin of the idols is then reverted to; PERSONAL HOLINESS! never escaped his! earnest of our inheritance, until the redemp- 


they are declared to be the work of the gold- 
smith, and the worshippers are represented 
as bearing their gods upon their shoulders, in- 
stead of their gods bearing them ; and that in 
the place where they set them, they stand, and 
cannotremove. The worshippers of idols are 
ealled upon to remember this, the impotence 
of their golden deities, to “‘ remember the 
former things of old; for I am God, and there 
is none else; | am God, and there is none like 
me; declaring the end from the beginning, 
and from ancient times the things that are not 
yet done, saying, My counsel shall stand, and I 
will do all my pleasure, calling a ravenous 
bird from the east, the man that executeth 
my counsel, from a far country; yea, I have 
spoken; I will also bring it to pass. I have 
purposed; I will also do it. Hearken unto 
me, ye stouthearted, that are far from my 
righteousness; I bring near my righteousness; 
it shall not be far off, and my salvation shall 
not tarry; and I will place SALVATION in 
Zion for Israel my glory.”’ How different is 
the doctrine contained in this divine passage, 
from the orthodoxy of the day. 

The end declared by the counsel and pur- 
pose of God, is SALVATION.—Stouthearted 
idolaters are called upon to hearken, even 
those that are far from righteousness; and it 
is declared, ‘* 1, God, bring near my righteous- 
ness; it shall not be far off,” &c. The right- 
eousness of the creature is not once spoken 
of, or even alluded to; and yet the salvation 
shall not tarry; ‘‘for God will place salvation 
in Zion for Israel his glory!” God is here re- 
presented as the author and finisher of our faith, 
and man, the passive recipient of his mercy. 
The word counsel, as applied to God, next oc- 
curs, with its concomitant, salvation, in Paul’s 
epistle to the Ephesians, Ist chap. 11th verse, 
and is the best comment on the text quoted 
from Isaiah, 46th chap. 10th verse, and its 
context. Unfortunately for a considerable 
part of the Christian community, their spiritual 
teachers have a mortal antipathy to the 10th 
verse of this chapter, and generally avoid it 
with the same care that the unfeeling Levite 
manifested, when he saw the poor man who 
was wounded by thieves, and lay by the road 
side ; they pass by on the other side. We be- 
lieve the same motive governs our modern 
commentators which influenced the Levite in 
the parable. The Levite was afraid of his 
purse; there was a claim upon his charity.— 
The sanctity of these modern saints is in dan- 


er. Salvation the lot of all men! What! shall 
WE go to heaven with SINNERS? Shall the 
spotless, unsullied purity of owe PERSONAL 
HOLINESS be mixed in the hellish throng, and 
lost, undistinguished amidst crime, and hid, like 
a candle under a bushel, beneath this huge 


mass of anti-orthodoxical impurity? NO, my 
ood friends, your robes of righteousness will 
torn from your backs, and thrown, undistin- 
guished, among the vices of ** publicans and 
harlots, who will enter the kingdom of heaven 
before you.”’ Your pretensions are rotten ; 


‘counsel or purpose, before the world began; 


lips. The self-abased Paul preached nothing, 
save Jesus Christ and him crucified. The pri- 
son, the scourge, was his reward from men; 
and every opprobrious epithet, which malice 
could dictate, or sectarian purity inspire, was 


the way to peace and heaven! God, in his 
good providence, has interposed the secular 
arm, or the prison, the whip, the scaffold, and 
the stake, would now be the posts which mark 
the road to heaven. 

The text last quoted, from Paul’s Ist epistle 
to the Ephesians, Ist chap. 11th verse, is in 
perfect harmony with the declarations of the 
Psalmist and prophet; and with its context is 
comprehensive, plain, and consolatory. Paul 
‘introduces his epistle by declaring himself an 
|Apostle of Christ, by the will of God, and 
‘addresses himself to the saints and faithful in 
Christ Jesus. He informs them of the grace 
or fayour of God and Christ towards them, 
and speaks of God’s having blessed them with 
spiritual blessings in Christ, according to his 





that they should be children, &c. and that they 
are accepted to the glory of God in Christ the 
|beloved, in whom they had redemption and 
the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches 
of his grace, not the merit of their works, 
and that God had made known to them “ the 
mystery of his WILL, according to HISGOOD 
PLEASURE, which he hath PURPOSED in 
himself; that in the dispensation of the fulness 
of times, he might gather together in ONE;” 
who? the elect, the orthodox, or those that be- 
lieve in the damnation of their neighbours,—— 
the good men who go to our church, and have 


heaped upon his head, until the scaffold opened | 





personal holiness. WE, US? NO! not one of 
these LIES ever escaped the mouth, or found 
a place in the head or heart, of Paul. Who 
then are the fuvoured FEW ? 
little chosen company who are in God's good 
pleasure to be gathered together in Christ ?) 
‘* Let the earth rejoice, and the multitude of the | 
isles thereof be glad;” itis ** ALL THINGS | 
IN CHRIST, both which are in heaven, and 
which are on earth, even in him.” Then fol- 


Who are the | 


tion of the purchased possession unto the 
praise of his glory.” The reader is request- 
ed to read the whole of the next chap. the 2d 
It is there declared, that those who were 
afar off, are now made nigh by the blood ot 
Christ, not by their own works; and that Christ 
is our peace; that he hath broken down the 
middle wall of partition, ‘* having abolished in 
his flesh the enmity, even the LAW of com- 
MANDMENTS contained in ordinances; fer to 
make in himself of twain,’ or two, or Jew and 
Gentile, which are ali men, *‘ one new man, 
so making peace.’’ All the race of Adam, 
therefore, without exception, are the GLORY 
of GOD! How pertinent and beautiful is the 
declaration of the prophet in Psalm 86th, 9th 
verse, “ All nations whom thou hast made 
shall come and worship before thee, O Lord ; 
and shall glorify thy name.’ And John’s pro- 
phetic vision, recorded in Revelations, 5th 
chap. 13th verse, ‘*‘ And every creature which 
is in heaven, and on earth, and under the earth, 
and such as are in the sea, and all that are in 
them, heard I, saying, Blessing, and honour, 
and glory, and power, be unto bim that sitteth 
upon the throne, and unto the Lamb, for ever 
and ever.”” ‘The 4th and last declaration rela- 
tive to the counsel of God. is recorded in Paul’s 
epistle to the Hebrews, Gth chap. 17th verse. 
It is remarkable, from its connexion and refer- 
ence to the promises of God, which are the 
foundation of every hope, and the promulga- 
tion of which, is the Gospel of our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ. This interesting subject 
is introduced by Paul, in the 13th verse; 
‘*For when God made promise to Abraham, 
because he could swear by no greater, he 
sware by himself, saying, Surely, blessing I 
will bless thee, and multiplying I will multiply 
thee ; and so, after he had patiently endured, 
he obtained the promise ; for men verily swear 
by the greater, and an oath for confirmation, 
is to them an end of all strife. Wherein God, 
willing more abundantly to show unto the 
heirs of promise the IMMUTABILITY of his 
COUNSEL, confirmed it by an OATH, that by 
two immutable things in which it was impossi- 


lows the text quoted; ‘In whom we have ob- ble for God to lie, we might have a strong con- 
tained an inheritance, being predestinated ac-/solation, who have fled for refuge, to lay hold 
cording to the purpose of him who worketh all on the hope set before us, which we have as 
things after the counsel of his own will.”” Wej|an anchor of the soul, both SURE and stead- 


| ask the question, What purpose does Paul refer 
to in this 11th verse ? Answer,—lt is explain- 
ed inthe 9th and 10th verses. It is the good 
pleasure 6f God, which he hath purposed in 
himself; it was once the mystery of his will, 
because unknown; and it i8 the salvation of all 
in heaven, and all in earth, in Christ. And 
Paul predicates his own salvation upon God’s 
purposetosave ALL. ‘The salvation therefore 
of ALL is the COUNSEL of GOD! and the 
predestination Paul speaks of in the 11th 
verse, is explained in the 12th, ‘“* That we 
should be to the praise of his glory, who first 
trusted in Christ.” Compare this with the 
context to the 10th verse of the 46th chapter 








of Isaiah, “1 bring near my righteousness; 


fast, and which entereth into that within the 
veil.” Comment here is, or ought to be, un- 
necessary. What, let me ask, is considered 
among men of greater validity than an oath ? 
and how common is it for men to place their 
lives, reputations, and property, every thing 
that can be dear in this life, at issue upon the 
oath of a jury? A jury of men who can, and 
we fear do, sometimes lie! and frequently mis- 
take, and, strange to tell, the OATH of GOD, 
who cannot lie, and with whom deception is 
impossible, is of no regard! God has sworn 
by himself, that all the NATIONS, FAMILIES, 
and KINDREDS of the EARTH, shall be 
BLESSED in CHRIST, the SAVIOUR of the 
WORLD! Who, let me ask, believes God? 














doubt a little; you must not be too sure ; 
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How common is it for men to say, It is good to;ledges, so well known by the ancients, who dence are numerous, but all aet according to 


expressed these knowledges by hieroglyphics, | 
} 


God is not so merciful as you think he is ;)and at this day are to be seen in paramids 


there is something for us to do. We must be 
co-workers with God; and if our works will 
not save us, we shall be damned without them; 
there is no knowing how the matter will finally 
turn out,—it is best to go SURE ; that is, God 
may change his mind, and to make the FOUN- 
DATION STRONG, we must put our right- 
eousness, our good works, for a corner stone in 
the foundation, and then WE SHALL BE 
SURE! Sure of what? Answer,—DAMNA- 
TION!!! There never was, nor never will 
ve, aman, who made this doubting, temporizing, 
co-working, corner-stone building, sure-going 
policy, his rule, but lived in doubt and fear; and 
in the dread of, and consciousness of, condem- 
nation, or damnation and misery. This cannot 
be controverted. ‘There are some, it is ac- 
knowledged, who think but little about salva- 
tion, or condemnation. Of the thinking part 
of the community, however, there can be but 
two alternatives, either to trust in Christ, the 
«« Saviour of all men,” or in their own merit. 
The third party, which might be named in con- 
tradistinction to these two, and who pretend 
to trust in Christ, on account of a particular 
election, are, at bettom, nothing more, nor less, 


than Pharisees refined, and build all their) 


hopes of election on evidence based on their 
OWN RIGHTEOUSNESS! We believe this 
cannot be controverted. If there are any who 
think it can, their objecttons will be received 
with pleasure. In the words of Paul, we are 
determined to “ know nothing but Jesus Christ, 
and him crucified.” Any other name, or way 
of salvation, dignify it with what appellation 
you please, whether ELECTION, GOOD WORKS, 
BAPTISM, KEEPING THE LAW, or any other name 
or way, which human ingenuity, fear, or pride, 
may invent, we shall consider as mere KUB- 
-BISH! ‘A man is a Christian in proportion 
as he trusts in Christ alone for salvation,” to 
the exclusion of every thing else which can 
possibly be imagined or named under heaven.— 
And, finally, in the words of Paul—* There- 
fore, leaving the principles of the doctrine of 
Christ, let us go on unto perfection, not lay- 
ing again the foundation of repentance from 
dead works, and of faith towards God, of the 


doctrine of baptisms, and of laying on of hands, | 
\fend, and lead man to heaven; and that this 


and of resurrection of the dead, and of eternal 


judgment. And this will we do, if God per- 
mit.” 
Note. In our next Number we shall consider “7'/e pur- 


pose of God according to Election. 


—-—- 
To the Editor of the Gospel Herald. 


Your observation on my last answer to your’s| 


erected by the Egyptians, as correspondences | 
of such spiritdal things as they represented. | 

Cherubims were representatives, and com-| 
manded by the Lord to be erected and placed | 
asa guard, defence, and protection of those| 
divine and spiritual knowledges, displayed and 
given by Ged to the Jews; and were consider- 
ed by them as protection of those truths con- 
tained in the word he gave to them. ‘To re- 
peat the texts of scripture would be too ex- 
tensive; but 1 will mention the places where 
they may beread. The first are 25th chapter 
Exodus, 18th and 22d verses; 26th chap. 31st 
verse; 37th chap. 7th verse; Ist book Kings, 
6th chap. 23d and 28th verses; 8th chap. 7th 
verse; 2d book Chronicles, Sth chap. 8th 
verse; and St. Paul in 9th chap. Hebrews, Sth 
verse; and in several more places, where they 
are not spoken of as angels, or living spirits, 
but as representatives of the Lord’s divine pow- 
er, op’ .ting from and by his providence, to 
open and extend his word, that HE might fill 
the understandings, man, with the knowledges 





necessary for his salvation. You ask for my 
prototype. I answer, the Bible; the word 
that | have been reading and studying for more 
than seventy years. 1 have learnt to search 
the scriptures, and am told that in them 
are the werds of eternal life; and our 
blessed Lord further adds, «« They are they 
which testify of me :’’ And to shew the provi- 
dence of God, in the 10th chapter of Matthew, 
29th and 30th verses, he informs us, that a 
sparrow shall not fall to the ground, and that 
the very hairs of our head are numbered. 

You conceive Adam was the first man: If 
so, from whence did Cain get his wife? The 
Eastern people calculate time by the moon's 
circuit much longer than we do. 

Was the tree of life a real tree, growing in 
the earth, and bearing fruit of a valuable and 
delicious nature; or was it the internal state of 
the man of the church, which God had formed 
and required his guardian care and protection, 
on purpose that those evils should not destroy 
his spiritual communications with the Lord ? 
It appears to me something of this nature form- 
ed the tree of life, and required that care the 








providence of God extended, to protect, de- 


providence was represented by the cheru- 
|bims, and the flaming sword, to prevent those 
‘evils of self-love, and delusive persuasions, 
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his order, from which HE never departs. The 
haman mind consists of two parts, the will anid 
the understanding. The affection of love, or 
good, belongeth to the will, for what a man 
loves he does, and acts according to the will 
principle. But the affection of faith, or truth, 
belongs to the understanding. When this is 
suffered to rule, all is well; but when the will 
separates itself from the understanding, it then 
rejects the counsel of the Lord, and is govern. 
ed by self-love, a very dangerous principle 
Conscience will always do its duty, and remind 
us of those errors we have been guilty of ; for 
it is from, and by this faithful monitor, the 
Lord speaks to the will and understanding o! 
man. The seeds of eternal love are sown in 
the affections of every man living; but accord 

ing to the cultivation of our affections, such is 
the production of this heavenly seed. If we 
practise and follow the Lord's advice in this 
world, and fill our affections with every good; 
pursue the practice from pure motives of love 
in thought, word, and deed, then this heavenly 
seed grows to maturity, and brings forth fruit 
in abundance, and to perfection. But if we 
neglect this cultivation, and suffer an evil in- 
fluence to rule, govern, and guide our actions, 
reject or pervert the heavenly influence (for it 
flows from its divine fountain, pure to all men 
alike) on its descent, then the infernal weeds 
of destruction grow up in our minds, and the 
seeds of eternal love are prevented from grow- 
ing up in our affections, and we become wicked! 
and infernal, choosing spiritual death, which ic 
damnation, instead of eternal life, and suffer in 

fernal spirits to be our rulers and guides, and 
who are sure to lead us to eternal misery and 
confusion. 

How necessary is it for parents to watch 
over their children, the rising generation, and 
instil into their tender minds every aflection of 
a good and heavenly nature, whibe they are in 
the states of innocence, and capable of receiv- 
ing heavenly instructions. 

REMAKKS. 

Our correspondent says, ‘* Your observations 
on my last answer to your's in the Gospel He 
rald, are by no means agreeable to, or corres 
pond with, my ideas of the providence ot 
God.” 

In his communication, see 4th No. 16th page 
speaking of Christ, he says, ‘* Being the rule: 
and governor of all things, both spiritual and 
natural, by the order and permission of a J); 
vine Providence, he causes all things to work 








'which are of so destructive a nature, that they 


| destroy the soul, and render it impossible to be, 
! And in the above communication, speaking vo: 


happy for ever. 
The prophet Ezekiel, in the 10th chapter, is 


together for good to them that love Him; and 
this Divine Providence was the Cherubims,”’ &®. 


ithe Cherubims, he says, ‘‘ And in many more 


in the Gospel Herald, are by no means agreea- | quoted in your fourth Number, where wheels | places where they are not spoken of as angels, 
ble to, or correspond with my ideas of the | and cherubims are representative of the state | or living spirits, but as representatives of the 


providence of God. Truth is one of the great- 
est and most essential of the whole Bible; this 


of the Jewish and other churches at that eed 


_[ have never read of angels having four faces, 


Lord's divine power, operating from and by 
his Providence.” We believe a very superti 


volume contains an internal, as well as an ex- | four wings, and four hands on one body, as the | cial view of this kind of reasoning will detect 


ternal sense, and I have learned from its 
sublime correctness to my ideas from reason, 
and an earnest investigation of its most sacred 
contents. 

The extent of the providence of God, and 
his divine attributes, are little considered; the 
want of the knowledges of these perfections 
of the Deity, is much to be lamented; the 
learned are above searching for these know- 
ledges, trusting in their knowledges of natural 
scientifics, in preference to the spiritual know- 





prophet saw them. Such were the visions the | 
evangelist St. John saw in his Kevelations, | 
which were all representative of what should! 
take place in time to come; that those errors! 
which had taken place in the church of the 
Lord should be removed, corrected, and de- 
stroyed in time; and that a real and true church 
should be established, and teach all men to 
know the Lord Jesus Christ alone, as the only 
true and living GOD. 

The operations of the Lord's divine provi- 








and expose its great inconsistency. The texts 
quoted by him to prove that Cherubims are 
not living creatures, we think proves, on his 
plan, a little too much for his hypothesis. We 
read in Ist Kings, 7th chap. ¢3d to 25th verses, 
that Solomon made a molten sea, and that it 
stood, or was supported, by twelve oxen. Ac 
cording to this method of reasoning, because 
these oxen are not said to be hving creatures, 
there are no oxen but wooden ones, or inani- 
mate figures, &c. Let it be understood, t! 
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in every text quoted by him, the Cherubims 
spoken of are the work of men’s hands, aad! 
figurative ; and as the creature cannot create, | 
so of necessity these Cherubims cannot be} 
living creatures. The Cherubims spoken of 
by Ezekiel were not the work of men’s hands, 
neither were the Cherubims which were placed 
to guard the tree of life made by men; and 
Ezekiel declares positively, that they were} 
living creatures, and that he saw them tly. We: 
submit to the reader to decide what quantity of | 
negative evidence, of the kind produced by our, 
correspondent, is necessary to invalidate the! 
positive declaration and testimony of the pro-| 
phet of the Most High ! 

Our correspondent asks the question, ‘* You 
conceive Adam was the first man ; if so, from 
whence did Cain get his wife ?” &c. 

It is a fact, that we consider Adam as the 
first man, and we have two very good reasons 
for so doing. And first, we have never heard 
of any man before him. Second, the scriptures 
inform us that Adam was the first man. See 
Ist Cor. 15th chap. 45th verse, “ And so it is 
written, the first man Adam was made a living 
soul!” Relative to Cain's wife, and the com- 
mon error that he married her in the land of 
Nod, the Scriptures afford no evidence to sup- 
port that opinion ; the declaration is, that Cain 
dwelt in the land of Nod, and knew his wife ; 
not that he married her in the land of Nod. 
The scriptures declare that Adam begat daugh- 
ters. Quere—from whence did they get their 
husbands? We think this question, correctly 
answered, will remove all difficulty relative to 
Cain's wife! In answer to our correspondent’s 
remark, ‘‘ I have never read of angels having 
four faces, as the prophet saw them,”* I would 
simply ask, if he never read of it, where did he 
get the knowledge of the fact, that the prophet 
did see them? Or were they devils that the 
prophet saw’? He likewise speaks of * all 
men being taught to know the Lord Jesus 
Christ as the only true and living God, and 
that the seeds of eternal love are sown in the 
affections of every man living ; and that the in- 
fernal weeds of destruction prevent the seeds of 
eternal love from growing, and the conse- 
quence is eternal misery. We should like to 
learn, how those who know the Lord Jesus 
Christ alone, and these ali men! And the 
seeds of eternal love sown in all men, how 
these can promote the growth of infernal 
weeds? Are these weeds possessed of more 
than eternal fecundity ? And is that soil which 
is blessed with the knowledge of Christ, which 
is eternal life, so poor, that it is impossible for 
ay thing but infernal weeds to grow in it ? 


Note —We did not ask for our cerrespondent's proto- 
type, but the Cherubims; and if the Bible is bis proto- 
type, is it not as much the prototype of all men? And 
correctly speaking, is it the prototype of any one of the 
race of Adam ? 

—__—a 
To the Editor of the Gospel Herald. 

Str,—What you have written in your Ist, 2d 
and 34 Numbers, on the “ Attributes of God, 
as demonstrated from reason, and revealed in 
tlre scriptures of the Old and New Testaments,” 
has led my mind to a serious inquiry, whether 
the doctrines held by Calvinists, or those you 
inculcated, for | perceive that you believe in 
the salvation of all men, harmonize with these 
attributes or perfections of our Creator, which 
appear to be viewed in the same light, both by 
you and them? Thus I consider the question 
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between you fairly at issue ; and he who fnils 
to prove that his system rests on this founda- 
tion, or in the words of the Great Master Build- 
er, that his deeds are wrought in God, will 
assuredly be ashamed when he cometh to this 
light. 

oN ow, Sir, although | have been a member of 
a Calvinistic Baptist Church, for some nine or 
ten years, and am not disposed to be carried 
about with every wind of doctrine, yet, if the 
system | have émbraced be error, | am as 
ready to exchange it for truth, as though I had 
adopted it but yesterday; and as your columns 
are devoted to theological discussion for every 
religious denomination, I feel it my duty to 
urge those with whom I have been so long in 
fellowship, especially those in the ministry, to 
a compliance with the injunction of Peter, Ist 
epistle, 3d chap. 15th verse, ‘‘ Be ready always 
to give an answer to every man that asketh you 
a reason of the hope that is in you, with meek- 
ness and fear.” 

Some few weeks since I heard a minister 
preach from a passage in Psalms, “‘ Praise ye 
the Lord, for he is good, for his mercy endureth 
for ever.”’ | heard him speak of the mercy of 
God with great delight, and could not imagine 
that any one could find fault ; it was, however, 
the unhappiness of his brother in the ministry 
to be highly dissatisfied, as he took occasion, in 
the afternoon, to express to the same audience 
his regret, that his brother, in the morning, had 
talked much about the mercy of God, but no- 
thing about his justice. Now, Mr. Editor, you 
attempt to prove, that the exercise of one of 
these attributes, is the exercise of both ; and I 
am not prepared to decide whether you have 
succeeded; but if you have, it follows, that the 
dissatisfied brother's objections are removed, 
and that he can never substantiate the doctrine 
that God deals only in mercy with some of his 
creatures, while he administers justice, with- 
out mercy, to the remainder ; though the re- 
mainder are probably much the greatest num- 
ber. 

I have heard the above objector since de- 
clare, from his pulpit, that his ‘ soul abhorred 
the doctrine of Christ’s atoning for the sins of 
those who go to hell, and suffer for their own 
sins, either by way of atonement, or as a chas- 
tisement ; sarcastically observing, that it would 
be pretty rough chastisement ; and adding, that 
the same justice that sent the sinner to hell, 
would pursue him with the wrath of God to all 
eternity.” 

Now, I wish to know, whether this minister 
understands really what the sentiments of the 
people, against whom he directs his philippics, 
are’? As far as I can learn, from what I have 
heard and read, they do not go further than to 
say, *‘ the body returns to dust, and the spirit 
to God who gave it.”” And as “ God is the Fa- 
ther of the spirits of all flesh,” He is the only 
being under whose care this immortal spirit, 
with all its mighty concerns and destinies, 
could safely and rightfully be placed. That 
they do not believe it consistent with the cha- 
racter of God as Father, to inflict any other suf- 
fering upon his children, either as to degree, or 
duration, in any state, than he is able and will 
render subservient to their greatest good. 

I have heard it declared, that if Christ died 
for all men, the final salvation of all men is the 
most certain and infallible result; while others 
affirm, that the scriptures furnish a host of tes- 


and not a single positive declaration to prove 

the contrary. 

Another declaration which I have heard 
from the pulpit, I have not been able, as yet, to 
reconcile; remarking upon Rom. 5th chap. 18th 
verse, ‘* Therefore, as by the offence of one, 
judgment came upon all men to condemnation, 
even so by the righteousness of one, the free 
gift came upon all men unto justification;” the 
speaker observed, that common sense would 
revolt, or words similar, at the absurdity o! 
supposing a person justified after being con- 
demned, and the sentence executed ; which 

he said, was the case with the sinner, that in 
this life he was condemned by the law, and at 
death the sentence executed. Now, if the 
Apostle to the Hebrews understood the matter, 
we must conclude that it is appointed once for 
men to die, and after this the judgment.” Heb. 
9th chap. 27th ver. 1 am not able to imagine, 
why it is not as great an outrage to common 
sense, to suppose a sinner judged twice, con- 
demned, sentenced, and executed twice ; in- 
deed, if there is no other way than this to get 
rid of such declarations of Scripture, in favour 
of the justification of all men, I would rather 
be found among those who believe them just 
as they are presented to us by an inspired 
Apostle, though the consequence might be the 
destruction of Calvinism, root and branch ; and 
the reproach be the same with that of the 
Apostle, who declared, that “‘ for this cause he 
both laboured and suffered reproach, because 
he trusted in the living God, whe is the Saviour 
of all men, especially of those that believe.” I 
think proper to inform the religious world in 
general, who claim to be orthodox, if they are 
not already apprized of the fact, that the Gos- 
pel Herald, and the doctrines it inculcates, are 
becoming alarmingly popular, some of almost 
every denomination having subscribed for the 
paper. 

And I beg leave to address myself to the 
Reverend clergy, beseeching them to come 
forward and avail themselves of the advantage 
they have, in using its own columns, to disprove 
its doctrines, and so disarm them of their pow- 
er and influence over the minds of the people ; 
for | perceive already, that many are attribut- 
ing their backwardness, toa want of evidence of 
the truth of their system, to maintain the con 
test, or ensure to themselves victory. 

(To be concluded next week.) 
FOR THE GOSPEL HERALD. 


Moses and the Burning Bush. 


See yonder cross; come turn aside 
And this great sight behold, 
Vehement flames of wrath diviae, 
On Christ the man take hold. 
That bush did burn witb fiercest flame, 
Yet unconsuim’'d it stood. 
The man Almighty wrath sustain'd, 
Because the man was God. 
Awhile his body breathless lay, 
To show the flame was dire ; 
But uncorrupted soon it rose, 
His body quench’d the fire. 
That hour unites bis church in one, 
On him the flame did rush, 
And not a branch, or twig was burn'd, 
For God was in the bush. 

—<-— 

NOTICE. 

*,* Persons wishing to subscribe for this paper, are re- 
spectfully requested te call at No. 454 Pearl street, where a 
subscription is open, and where they can obtain the Numbers 
from the first 
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timony, a cloud of witnesses, to prove the fact, 
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